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neither remarkable for their flowers,, nor for
that sumptuousness and pomp which we asso-
ciate with our idea of Oriental gardens, and
of which a fairer vision may, perhaps, be won
from Tennyson's " Recollections of the Arabian
Nights/' than any spot in Turkey could present
to the bodily eye.

In a part of the garden close to the water
side, are the buildings especially occupied by
the Sultan when resident in the Seraglio, the
site of which has evidently been chosen for the
sake of the glorious view it commands. The
apartments devoted to the royal wives and
favorites are ranged round a court somewhat col-
legiate in character. The interior of this sacred
precinct has seldom been seen by an European
eye; and, indeed, till the last few years, it
would have been at the risk of his life that
either stranger or Turk, not belonging to the
household, set Ms foot within, the outer walls of
the Seraglio, I was assured, however, that the
apartments were as splendid as velvet and silk,
gold and ivory, mirrors and marbles can make